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PERTH STADIUM — PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 
211. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Premier: 
I refer to the Perth Stadium footbridge that was to be built overseas under the previous Liberal–National 
government, giving work to Malaysia while Western Australia had record unemployment. What is this 
government doing to finally get local jobs in this project? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. It is true that the Minister for Transport and I made the decision that we 
would build the bridge over the Swan River linking East Perth with the new stadium here in Western Australia, 
where it should always have been built. We made the decision that enough was enough and that under the 
previous government’s arrangements, it had dragged on too long, and the contractual dispute that was going on 
was too much for Western Australia to bear; it would cost too much and delay the bridge too much, and it was 
time that a decent bridge, using Western Australian fabricators and Western Australian workers, should be built 
here in Western Australia. You might recall, Mr Speaker, this issue arose in the term of the former government, 
and all sorts of excuses were rolled out by none other than the member for Bateman to justify the fact that the 
bridge was going to be built in Malaysia. When we first started asking questions as the opposition, there was 
total stonewalling—no answers were given. But then it turned out that the member for Bateman came forward 
in May last year in relation to this issue and he justified building the bridge in Malaysia on the basis that if we 
built it in Australia, it might jeopardise our relationship with Malaysia. He said this — 

We have $2 billion worth of trade with Malaysia. The building of this pedestrian bridge is being funded 
by the royalties from the iron ore that we are selling into Asian countries, and we are purchasing a little 
bit of steel back. 

That is an interesting theory. We had to drag the information out of the former government, but we eventually 
did, and it turned out the bridge was being built in Malaysia. Now, all of that arrangement has been terminated. 
The bridge will be built here in Western Australia. We announced it on Sunday. What did we see? The 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the member for Scarborough, as quick as a flash, was out there attacking us for 
building it here in Western Australia. She was as quick as a flash! I could barely leave the press conference and 
the member for Scarborough was racing in there to attack our decision. I have her quote. I saw it on television on 
Sunday night. I thought it was worth recording. She said that we need to understand in full if additional cost has 
come from these contractual disputes or from the government’s desire to bring the work back to 
Western Australia as the unions are demanding. In light of seeing that on television on Sunday night, I hunted 
around to find this union campaign. I have uncovered it—here it is—Deidre Wilmott! She said — 

This bridge should have been made in WA @CCI_WA looks forward to working with you to improve 
WA government’s tendering. 

She said this on Twitter—here are the copies. This is Deidre Wilmott again, who said — 
Finally, this is welcome news for #wabiz and jobs: Perth Stadium footbridge to be built in WA. 

We have that evil, left-wing union, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, out there 
undermining the good work of the former Liberal government sending all that work to Malaysia, and we have 
that Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia undermining you! We are proud to stand with 
Western Australian workers and fabricators to ensure that Western Australia gets its fair share. 
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